
Inaugural Givens Fellows Elizabeth Kovar and Martina Hanulova
(middle left and right) met Dr. Chris (left) and Ellen Dalton, founders
of the fellowship, at a recent luncheon.
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Goals reached for Sebo Center,
scholarship and University support
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Three of the campaign’s major initiatives
have been met and surpassed.

hree down, just a few more to go. Upon reaching
the $110 million mark of its $120 million goal,
the Building Dreams Campaign is checking off
its project goals at a steady pace. Three of the 
campaign’s major initiatives have been met and
surpassed – more than $7 million in funding

for the Sebo Athletic Center, $40 million for projects falling
into the “Sustaining the University” category, and more than
$36.5 million for “Increasing Scholarship Opportunities.”

“Successful completion of fund raising for the Sebo Athletic
Center is evidence of what the Bowling Green family can
accomplish,” said Greg Christopher, BGSU Athletic Director.

The Sebo Athletic Center will be completed this spring, and
the official dedication will take place at the first home
football game, September 22.

“I think this is a tremendous first step in providing the
necessary resources to our athletic program in helping our
student athletes learn about leadership, action and strategy,”
said Bob Sebo. “Excellent athletic teams unite the student
body so they can enjoy, love and support the University.
This creates enthusiasm and engages both our students and
alumni.”

On the academic front, more than $36 million has been
raised so far to help students offset the various costs of
education.

“With college costs on the rise and an increased need for
financial support, scholarships can help students limit their
debt at graduation,” said co-chair of the campaign Ron
Whitehouse.

Surpassing the initial fundraising goal is the direct result of
the hundreds of generous alumni and University friends
who have created scholarships.  In fact, nearly 400 scholarship
funds have been established since the start of the campaign.

Many of these funds focus on areas of study with historically
limited support and others offer unique opportunities for
students.

Elizabeth Kovar and Martina Hanulova are two BGSU
students who will soon take advantage of such opportunities.
Both students have a new avenue to follow their dreams as
the first recipients of a Stuart R. Givens Memorial Fellowship.
Kovar and Hanulova will each receive $6,000, with which
Kovar will train in India to become an Ashtanga yoga
instructor and Hanulova will travel to Ghana to work in a
Liberian refugee camp.

Dr. Chris and Ellen Dalton, who created the fellowship,
named it for the longtime BGSU history professor and
University historian. Each year, the program will allow one
or two undergraduates to pursue an intense interest in a
self-designed experience not possible in a traditional classroom
or even study abroad.

see “Campaign Goals” on inside >
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Dear Alumni and Friends:

I am so proud of what BGSU alumni and supporters

can accomplish. Three campaign goals have been met

and $110 million has been surpassed. We are moving

along well toward our $120 million goal thanks to our

generous supporters.

In this issue of the Commitment, you will read about

a dedicated faculty member who felt strongly about

leaving a gift to the institution that helped her grow

up; a couple who set up BGSU’s first Lead Trust; and

a supporter who has done so much for the University,

he has been deemed an honorary alumnus.

We have nearly two years yet to go and goals still

to be reached in the Building Dreams Campaign.

Thank you all for your support and enthusiasm during

this journey so far.

As spring is upon us and summer right around the

corner, the Alumni Association is already looking

forward to an exciting fall and football season. Mark

your calendars to don the orange and brown for

Homecoming on September 29.

Onward and upward

R O N  W H I T E H O U S E

Dear alumni
and friends

A Letter from Ron Whitehouse
Co-chair
Building Dreams Campaign

Alumni chapter leaders
create lead trust
Pemberton’s lead trust will provide support to
create three seperate scholarship endowments.

T
om ’61 and Cindy ’61 Pemberton of Boynton 
Beach, Florida have been the Gold Coast alumni
chapter leaders for many years. They have helped
BGSU alumni feel a sense of a community, even
at a distance. Now they are leading the way in 
another effort, a significant gift that will support

BGSU students through a gift vehicle known as the Charitable
Lead Trust.

Over the next fifteen years, the Pemberton’s lead trust will
provide support to create three separate scholarship endowments
for BGSU students: one for Alumni Laureate Scholars, one
for business majors and one for students planning to enter
into the Physical Therapy profession. After the fifteen-year
term, the Pemberton children will receive the principal of the
trust at a considerable tax savings.

“The Development Office at BGSU suggested we consider
creating scholarships that would reflect the areas we studied
as students and made careers of as professionals,” says Cindy,
a physical therapist who majored in biology. “We liked that
idea and developed our guidelines around it.”

The Pembertons worked with their attorney, financial planner
and BGSU’s director of gift planning to carry out their goal
of providing an inheritance for their children while making
a significant impact upon BGSU students. For specifics on
this type of gift arrangement, contact Julie Pontasch, Director
of Planned Giving at 419.372.7617 or jpontas@bgsu.edu.

Dr. Ribeau stands with the Pembertons after they were recognized at the
Naples Regional Campaign Kickoff as the first couple to use this type of
gift vehicle.

Building Dreams Campaign



AAC&U names BGSU to 18-member
leadership consortium
The initiative seeks to embed personal and social responsibility objectives
pervasively across the institution as key educational outcomes for students.

he Association of American Colleges and 
Universities has announced Bowling Green 
State University is among 18 institutions chosen
to participate in a Core Commitments 
Leadership Consortium.

The institutions will lead the first phase of a national initiative,
Core Commitments: Educating Students for Personal and
Social Responsibility. The initiative seeks to embed personal
and social responsibility objectives pervasively across the
institution as key educational outcomes for students, and to
measure the impact of campus efforts to foster such learning.

Consortium members were selected both on the basis of work
already accomplished in the spirit of Core Commitments
and on an articulated plan to deepen and extend that work
on campus. They are each working to implement in their
own ways one of the key recommendations articulated in
AAC&U’s recent report from its initiative, Liberal Education
and America’s Promise. The report, College Learning for the
New Global Century, recommends in part that every college
or university “foster civic, intercultural and ethical learning”
and “emphasize personal and social responsibility” for all
students and in every field of study.

BGSU's BGeXperience – Vision & Values, a first-year values-
exploration program, was cited in the report as one of the
programs nationwide that is implementing a new set of
principles of excellence in education.

“Being selected to participate in the AAC&U's Core
Commitments initiative reflects well on the many BGSU
faculty members who have been willing to undertake the
challenging task of teaching critical thinking about values
across the curriculum," commented Dr. Donald Nieman,
dean of the College of Arts & Sciences.

The 18 consortium members will receive a $25,000 award
and commit $25,000 in institutional matching funds over
two years to significantly advance new models that provide
students with purposeful and progressively challenging
educational experiences. They will also administer a new
Personal and Social Responsibility Institutional Inventory to
students, faculty, student affairs administrators and academic
administrators. The results will be used to inform ongoing
efforts. Future events planned for the initiative include
institutes and workshops, campus dialogues and symposia.

In addition to BGeXperience – Vision & Values, BGSU
offers other programs that were included in the report's
recommendations for higher-education practices, such as
service - and community-based learning, learning
communities and undergraduate research.

“The faculty, staff and administration at BGSU have
worked together for several years to build the BGeXperience
– Vision & Values program, as well as other innovative
approaches to undergraduate education,” added Dr. Mark
Gromko, interim provost. “Often, people so close to a big
effort such as this do not fully appreciate the size or
significance of their accomplishments. Here, AAC&U has
taken a look from a national perspective. From that vantage
point, our accomplishments are clear and our progress
stands out among institutions of higher education in the
United States.”

College Learning for the

New Global Century,

recommends in part that every
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and in every field of study.



Retired teacher gives
back to students

For Jacquelin (Jackie) Osborne, donating to BGSU once was
not enough.  Thanks to her passion for teaching and love for
the University, this Presidents Club member and retired teacher
is back…and she has plans.

Jackie, who joined the BGSU family in 1973, recently
established the Jacquelin (Stitt) Osborne Graduate Reading
Scholarship as part of the Building Dreams Campaign.
With an extensive background in education, the 1996 BGSU
retiree rejoined the faculty in 2004 to teach part-time.  This
love of education helped direct Jackie’s gift, which will offer
between $500 and $2,500 each year to help students from
the Graduate Reading Program.

“The Graduate Reading Program was of prime importance
to me,” she said.

This gift is the second one for Jackie, who created the Byron
T. Osborne Memorial Scholarship ten years ago in memory
of her late husband.

“This initial scholarship was created to serve as a continuing
memorial to someone who cared greatly for others.  I believe
in this type of memorial,” Jackie said.

Not only does Jackie believe in memorial scholarships, but
the teaching enthusiast also holds BGSU in high regard.  With
her gratitude as a foundation for giving, Jackie’s final decision
to donate came while she was revising her will.

“BGSU allowed me to continue my growth and development
as a professional educator,” she said.  “As part of the planning
process, I spoke with others and decided that I wanted to give
something back to the place where I have lived and worked
for the majority of my adult life.”

Actually making this gift was the easiest part of the planning
for Jackie. “I called the Development Office and was put in
contact with Jim [Beaverson].  I told him what I wanted to
do; he prepared the paperwork and arranged a luncheon where
we could surprise the dean of the College of Education and
Human Development.” Jackie said. “I have friends who refuse
to plan for what will happen after they die. I’m a realist. I
know I’m going to die, but hopefully not in the near future.
Planning for what will happen after I’m gone is a part of my
life. I think remembering the University helps many rather
than a few.”

If you would like to make a planned gift, please contact
Julie Pontasch or Jim Beaverson at 419.372.2424 for more
information on remembering BGSU in your estate plans.

The Matthew Albert Schaller Memorial Scholarship is
another special fund established as part of the Building
Dreams Campaign.

Janelle ’00 and James ’00 Schaller II created the
scholarship in 2006 in memory of James’ brother
Matthew.  An avid traveler and poetry enthusiast,
Matthew enjoyed the works of Romantic English poets,
particularly Keats, Shelley and Byron.  The Matthew
Albert Schaller Memorial Scholarship is open to
any major on campus and requires that students write
an essay on one of the above named poets.

The Schallers and Daltons are just two examples of the
generosity shown by hundreds of University alumni
and friends.  And although the initial goal for “Increasing
Scholarship Opportunities” has been met, there is still
room for growth as there is always a need to help
deserving students attend college.

“We will continue to raise funds for scholarships, as
well as the other campaign initiatives until the end of
the campaign in December 2008,” said Dr. Sidney
Ribeau, president of the University.

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please
contact the Office of Alumni and Development at
419.372.2424, 888.839.2586, or develop@bgsu.edu.

Jackie Osborne gives back to the place she lived
and worked the majority of her life.

Campaign goals
continued from cover

athletic teams unite the student body

so they can enjoy, love and support

the University. This creates enthusiasm

and engages both our students

and alumni.”
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Campaign sees sun at Florida kickoffs

Above: BGSU Tampa Event
Caption: Ron and Sue Whitehouse (left) pose in the sun with Paula
and Sidney Ribeau at the Tampa Bay Area Regional Campaign Kickoff.
The luncheon, held in St. Petersburg, Florida and hosted by the
Whithouses on February 7, featured President Ribeau and new athletic
director Greg Christopher. The attendees enjoyed music by student
violinist, Sarah Connelly, heard an update on the Wolfe Center for the
Arts, and viewed a video featuring the campaign initiatives.

Left: Naples Regional Campaign Kickoff
On February 8, William (Bill) Laimbeer, Sr. was presented with the
Honorary Alumnus Award by Alumni Board member, Jeff Rader ‘87,
’98. Bill, a retired paper industry executive, was recognized for his
demonstrated passion for Bowling Green State University through
generous support of several programs and projects on campus.

In addition to the luncheon hosted by Jim Bailey ’67,
Ed Ferkany ’59, ’60 and Sherrie Jones ’72, ’76, two educational
sessions enlightened our attendees. The first session featured
Milt Baker, director of the Entrepreneurial Center, who spoke
on the past, present and future of the automotive industry.
The second featured Dr. Mary T. Wolfe ’06, art consultant,
on how to see a painting.
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New Presidents Club
Members
New Presidents Club
Members

BG HOMECOMING vs WESTERN KENTUCKY

SAVE THE DATE • September 29, 2007

David M. & Frances A. Stott
The David J. Joseph Company, Mr. Keith Grass, Rep.
Michael '92 & Alena Carroll
Steve '81, '94 & Rhonda '81 Melchi

Online giving
Save a check, Give online!

Make your gift to BGSU online at

giving.bgsu.edu
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